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to the acreage under that particular crop, then it would follow
that in Bombay and Madras for every person that would suffer
from a slight fall in the price of gur, there would be at least
ninety-nine persons who would gain in the result. It is also
worthy of note that the price of sugar, including gur, has fallen
much less than that of every one of the staple crops of India
in recent years. Thus, while the index number of Calcutta
wholesale prices during 1930 was 100 for cereals, 119 for pulses,
114 for tea, 127 for oilseeds, 63 for raw jute, 91 for raw cotton,
and 116 for all commodities together, the corresponding number
for sugar was as high as 149. During the first quarter of 1931,
again, while the index number was 86 for cereals, 82 for pulses,
114 for tea, 90 for oilseeds, 45 for raw jute, 80 for raw cotton,
and 100 for all commodities together, the number for sugar
was no less than I33.1 It is, therefore, clear that it would un-
doubtedly be in the interest of the overwhelming majority of
the agricultural population in Bombay and Madras as well as
in the rest of India to allow the forces of competition to bring
about a more rapid fall in the price of gur and sugar than has
been the case so far.
Even if it were granted that it would be desirable to safe-
guard the stability of cane cultivation in Madras and Bombay
on account of its supposed merits from the point of view of
intensive agriculture, there are good grounds for believing
that "the proposed safeguarding measure would be either
unnecessary or ineffective. On the one hand, it is exceedingly
improbable that the far too sanguine expectation of the agri-
cultural departments of the United Provinces and Behar that
the entire cane area in those two provinces would be placed
under heavy-yielding canes in so short a space of time as three
years could be realised in practice, because, in view of the
present depression and economic distress, neither the provincial
administrations nor the cultivators are likely for some years to
come to be in command of the large funds, which would be
1 The Indian Trade Journal, April 30, 1931, p. 319. The datum line is
July, 1914.